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Population: 62,000 Religion:  Hinduism
Christian: 0% Language: Hindi

The Barwar are one of the Scheduled Castes, also known as Dalits, which are the untouchable caste in

the Indian caste system.

Dalits were commonly banned from full participation in Indian social life. They were physically segregated
from the surrounding community. For example, they could not enter a temple or a school and were
required to stay outside villages. Other castes took elaborate precautions to prevent incidental contact
with Dalits.

Dalits constitute nearly half of primary school dropouts. Among state schools, 88% discriminated
against Dalit children, while 79% required Dalit students to sit in the back of the classroom.In 79% of
schools, Dalit children are forbidden from touching mid-day meals. They are required to sit separately at
lunch in 35% of schools, and are required to eat with specially marked plates in 28%.

Discrimination also exists in access to healthcare and nutrition. Medical field workers do not visit 65%
of Dalit settlements. 47% of Dalits are not allowed entry into ration depots; 64% are given less grains
than non-Dalits; and 52% are given grains from a distance.



